


hﬁﬁ)re Happily it wa
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"a box open on two sidesey

¢ (Fig. 1), face upwards, near
~ the bottom. Five pieces of ¢ u

._:?g}a@mmed the surrounding %
C“ground, but could find no
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Nor far from S@@José the capital of t;l;e ﬂ‘gﬂe Republic of Costa,ﬁ“’* p
Rieca, there ;?%ﬁ"small village nam dﬁ%&’n Vicente. In one of the ¥
rooms Qﬁ,aﬂwellmg house there, T'saw a very fine piece (%f“ﬁﬁ ian
scuM&fe with some Mrltle% which I had gu‘{Fﬂ[%“ﬁ‘ét seen

x@#‘:p%w hard to procure gc*t'arved stone,

\‘.:

\Y"*and it is now in the author’s collection. The gifatter was indeed of -
such great interggt®to me that some days ag,t’&ﬁi ard I returned to the  Ae ™
same loeahty %10 make careful inquiries' regarding the place whe&@ﬂ

b W

this rave piece had been found.
P A 1o great distance fron
the village, in a coffee plant
tation, some workm@n had
been digging @’thll pit in
which they Hiscovered sev-
eral agoﬁe slabs arranged in
suﬁ&h a way thatthey formed

On removing the uppezgﬁlﬁ'ﬁ
they saw that the box was
filledwith eaxth and having
remoyed, Bthis  they un-
coveréﬁ the stone statuette

pottery of ]1emlsphe.n§‘t'a1
form were also found.

I myself w Agﬁ{m;ﬁa the place
and saw the slabs on the
edge, qf" the pit. I carefully .

vestige of graves nﬁ%mnes
arranged by liman hands,
«ator had the workers found in any part of the %&fne plantation any
evidence of a cemetery or sacred place. The pottery had been
broken into several pieces and was absolutely spoiled. The stone
figure had been kept by the owner of the plantation, who subse-

quently gave it to me.
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For the sake of convenience I shall call this strange figure an
Idol, Indeed I do not know what it represents. It is carved in a
kind of porous lava and it is 0.403 m. high and 0.093 m. wide at the
head. to

The Idol consists of fo mereut parts: a hur ody, a snake,
a jaguar or puma, and &ﬁaﬂ human head. JﬂQ uman body has a

large abdomen., s Near the bottom at t t is a symbolic repr

gsentation o male genital orgawf he expression of the fa
looks ;gl@%hat of a erying pel“ﬁ he hair is cut and\qﬂmbed
bag rds. The arms argycomplete, but the rig earm is
ﬁ% remely long. One é hé shoulders is higher B the other.
The head of the snike is represented o ack of the Idol
(Fig. 2) a Iitf@'ﬁn the left side. ’I‘hM is very large and i
_ 59‘ . : A" mouth open. The bo
dre © | is rather flat and ts
a poisonous snake., The
snake extends halfway
down front of the
stafﬁr e and then turns
@gobliquely to the left.
~ Where the right har
holds the tail of thee@ﬁ(e
it is hf-paratm&e@hghﬂ\

from thoéga
Th ﬁ\ an body rests
%ﬂne feet of a quadru-
Q‘% , 4 puma or a jaguar,

which lies on lts back.

\;to; The position of é nual
_:,@ is not at righfaneles with
; i the 1 but is turned a

s the left so that the

¢head is directly below the
genital organs (Fig. 1).
The tail is broken, IJut
may be restored as

Frioere 3 i‘ GuRE 4

. g@ﬂ around to the b of the

o

statuette 1{'Flg “The quadruped if inverted wquld appear in
walking po‘ on and is represented with the ﬁﬁh open as if

‘M:ﬂjzu'ltlngi;,i On its back is an incomplete disk interpretation of
which 1s difficult (Fig. 4). The legs of the right side are shorter
than those of the left and the pair on ecither side is united by a
protruding mass of stone, possibly representing the feet of the Idol.
If such is the case, the four legs of the animal support the human
figure.
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Between the right hand and the chin there is a connecting shaft of
stone which is thicker than the tail of the snake, and just above the
middle of this shaft there is a round human face the eyes of which
are represented by two holes. The neck (?) is very 1 nd rests
on the right hand which at@# me time holds w the snake.

It is impossible to glvg accurate inte n of this queer ‘4
combination. the National Museum José there is nothmgoe
similar, a h)ﬁe never seen in any r collection in the country
any sc nﬂi‘ which in any way I@n les this figure. \{0

ally an Idol? “ it have a religious or ogonic
eance‘? Nothing of’ he' sort is mentioned 1331&%11(,19111; doc-
\ﬁ‘ument{s about the Indi s and no tradition ves to enlighten
us. Was this e tﬂordmary Idol hidden e Indians in a lonely 66 <
place to kTﬁ from the Spanish conguerors? It was eviden
Giletar Indians who once lived in the interior of G

carve
oeg()%\qtaj and who have left L§ t many graves, stone statues and
o t

ery which have not beeni sufficiently studied as yet.
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Nor far from Sam Insé the capital of the ﬂr‘i‘tle Republic of Costa_
Rica, there iscal small v1llage named 3an Vicente. In one of the
rooms of af @welling house there, Wsaw a very fine piece of Eﬁd:an
seulpture with some pecu,lraritle% which I had E{e'ir’f'“r seer
_bmforc Happily it was not “Wery hard to procure Lbeﬁ arved stone,

(Vand it is now in the aufhor’s collection. The Iﬁﬁbtf‘l‘ was indeed of

jiié village, in a coffee plan:
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vestige of graves ortstones

.+ (Fig. 1), face upwards, near
1*"the bottom. Five pieees of

such great interesttto me that some days aitm ard I returned to the

same loca.hby 16 make careful mqume%wgurdmg the place wherey

this rare piece had been found.
_Atwo great distance from,

tation, some workmen had
been digging a mﬁaﬂ] pit in
which they. distovered seva
eral stone slabs arranged in
sl,mﬁ away that they formed

On removing the uppersi.g%’
they saw that the bBox was
filledwith earth and having
removed: (ffiis  they un-
coveréd the stone statuette

pottery of hemmpherﬁéaf’
form were also found.

I myself went to the place
and saw thelslabs on the
edge of the pit. I carefully
exa.mined the surrounding \1
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arranged by hmh handq

_nar had the workers found in any part of the qaﬁfe pla,nta,tmn any
“evidence of a cemetery or sacred place. The pottery had been

broken into several pieces and was absolutely spoiled. The stone
figure had been kept by the owner of the plantation, who subse-

quently gave it to me.
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For the sake of convenience 1 shall call this strange figure an
Idol. Indeed I do not know what it represents. It is earved in a
kind of porous lava and it is 0.403 m. high and 0.093 m. wide at the
head.

The Idol consists of fo ﬁﬁ;ren’o parts: a humag‘ﬂsgy, a snake,
a jaguar or puma, and 1l human head. TheTraman body has a
large abdomen. ear the bottom at the 1&&1} is a symbolic repre-

looks hkfﬁat of a erying per he hair is cut and anbed
backwér The arms are .complete, but the ngh rm is
emely long, One of houlders is higher the other.
The head of the sx@g is represented on &3 ack of the Idol
(Fig. 2) a litg{t@ the left side. The s very large and its

ﬂ‘mouth open. The bod
is rather flat and M
a poisonous snake! The

snake extends halfway
down front of the
statﬁ. e and then turns
bliquely to the left.

holds the tail of the
it 1s separatedj@hghtly

from the hw
Th ‘k‘\ﬂ n body rests

on the feet of a quadru-

, 4 puma or a jaguar,

2 which lies on its back,
The position of thi ﬂlimal
is not at righ les with

; the Tdol, but is turned a
littlaferthe left so that the
cbﬁ is direetly below the

genital organs (Fig. 1).
The tail is broken, but

around to the b

\ i T v ;
50 Friywvke 3 Mnn 4 may be restored as rl]w
Qﬁ h

statuette (Fig. : The quadruped if inverted would appear in
walking [:0&? i and is represented with the Twh open as if
wd Lnim,@; O its back is an incomplete disk nterpretation of

which“is difficult (Fig. 4). The legs of the right side are shorter
than those of the left and the pair on either side is united by a
protruding mass of stone, possibly representing the feet of the Idol.
If sueh is the ease, the four legs of the animal support the human
figure.
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Between the right hand and the chin there is a connecting shaft of
stone which is thicker than the tail of the snake, and just above the
middle of this ghaft there is a round human face the eyes of which
are represented by two holes. The neck (?) is very long and rests
on the right hand which at t ﬂme time holds the tai e snake.

It is impossible to giv?& acceurate interpretation’ of this queer
combination. In the National Museum of S sé there is nothing P““‘
similar, and T h ever seen in any o ollection in the country 06
ich in any way ri es this figure.

Is itjfeally an Idol? May it ‘have a religious or ¢ onie
aigmﬁcance? Nothing of ﬁ)rt 1s mentioned in ouea“l‘clent doe-

\ ents about the Indi4ns; and no tradition s s to enlighten
us. Was this ex rﬁordina,ry Idol hidden by ndians in a lonely
place to kee )su om the Spanish co ? It was evidently P ae
carved b Giletar Indians who once lived in the interior of f
cou{‘t&e’and who have left us Wat many graves, stone statqﬂ‘an

ufhi

ery which have not ciently studied as yet.
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