imaQe*“

é1]113 village, in a coffee ]J]Jl.u—

- ut en on two sides.
emoving the upper slab
t

- examined the surrounding
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APE ta&’lﬂt IDOL FROM THE HE NDS OF

COSTA RICA

@qg from San José, the capital (‘m little Republie of Costa \i@
'a, there is a small 'ulllagc nned Han Vicente, In one of the Q
rooms of a dwelling house t}m saw a very fine piece of India 00
sculpture with some ilies which T had never ;’
before, Happily it wasimot very hard to procure the rar nne
and it is now in_the author’s collertion.  The maite ndeed of
such g;rcnt.i M to me that some days afterw rned to the
saue 1 Lo make eareful inguiries rega:& the place where
1;% - piece had been found.
no great distance from

tation, some workmen h
been digging a small pit i
which they discovefed sev-
eral stone sl “l‘a'nged in
such a w; Lthey formed

ey saw that the hox was
filledwith earth and having
removed this  they un-
covered the stone statuesid’,
(Fig. 1), lave upw
the bottom. l‘w\ eces of
pottery of hemispherical
or: also found, ;
self went to the place
d saw the slabs on the
cdge of the pit. | carefully

ground, but eould find no
vestige of graves or sto Hpaiil I 0
arranged by human h ', L\i

nor had the workers [ound in any part of the same pl @ml any
evidence of @etery or sacred place. The had been
bmkpn@@?ml pieces and was absolutel rﬁ’ul The stone

figure cen kept by the owner of t IlLa.Lum who =ubge-

@fntl}f gave it to me.
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For the sake of convenience #ﬁll call this strange figure an
1

Idol. Indeed I do not know represents, It is carved “50
kind of porous lava and it 3 m. high and 0.093 m. v.xd

The hair is cut and combed
te, but the right forearm is co

head. -
The Tdol con Aour different parts: a hum Av a snake,
a jaguar or “L, and a small human head. an body has a
large n.  Near the bottom at twm a gymbolic repre- (fé
s&?._t n of the male genital organs. e expression of the [ace so\sﬁ

like that of a crving pers
eo backwards. The arms aresc
9 extremely long.  One of ulders is higher than the other
\\'0 The heard of the snake”is represented on the back of & dol
iFig..2) a ]m{to'fhe left side. Ihe head is very and its
mout . ©“ The body
is rather flat and sugeesta
a poigonous snake. The
snake  extends  hallway
down Lhe front of the
statuette and then turns
obliguely  to  the ﬁ

Whete the 1'igl‘a ¢
holds (he tail of thefsnake

, WS AR it is ted slightly -
it 5 : from fy.
S o 09 human hody rests

-the feet of a quadru-
ped, a puma or a jaguar, de
which lics on ifs back.
The position of this mumal eﬁ
is not at right angle g
the Tdol, but is tur a
little to the left go that tiu.
head is dir Melcm the
gunil us (Fig. 1.
11 iz braken, but "‘
: 3 ; nay be restored as curving N
o\to 'L sl 3 : 0;\1.1"01311.1(1 to the base of the oep
l’ statuette (Fig. 3k 18 qu g!ul il inverted would appear in
walking position and ““ﬁ nted with the mouth open q
Tas panting.  On its back 1 an incomplete disk the interpret \i f
which iz dllhr’ul ig. 1), The legs of the right side horter
than Lhose G oft and the paiy on either nldE‘?ﬂ nited by a
protreudi of stone, possibly representing cel ol the 1dal,
Il sueh i#Fhe case, the tmu- ees of the WL aupport the hwman

\)\'{a = | g “1-\09

J.'I'l):. 4—
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Between the right hund and the chin there is a connceting shaft of
58 stone which is thicker than the ﬁf the snanke, and just above the \to

357 middle of this shaftl there i human face the eyes of whi
i are represented by two h& neck (?) is very long &P
] on the right hand which at the same time holds the mp snake. le

“ Tt is impw» give an accurate interprel: this gueer G
| combinatiGA3 WS the National Museum of § wthere i nothing 0
| simni T have never seen in m aBct.imll-in the country

&q' pture which in any way this fizure. °\to

: s it really an Idol? May it have a religious or cosmogonic 5
e“ ~significance?  Nothing of 1 iz mentioned in our ancient do;o“

g uments about the Indi no tradition survives to en o

Iy

‘«\o us.  Was thiz extrao ry [dol hidden by the Indiang i ne
| place to keep.itfrom the Spanish conguerors? 1 vidently | c
- carved br etar Tudians who onee lived.d rior of the de

= coun who have left us a great many graves, stone statues and g@“

é which have not been sufficiently studied as yet.
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