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, THE KISSANE CASE.
v —_—

‘A Compromise By the Companies
Carrying Policies On the
Burned Boat.

Detective Burton Not a Voluntoer,
But Regularly Employed
By the Defeuse.

LOOAL RECOLLECTIONS OF THE CEIME,

Col. James B. Meriwother, a prominent
lawyer of Jeffersonville, in speaking of the
case of Kissane, who, having amassed a for-
tune under an assumed named in Califoruia,
is now seeking to procure the dismissal of an
indictment for forgery which was found
against him in New York many years ago,
said to a COURIER-JOURNAL reporier yos-
terday:

*“In the yoar 1852 or 1353, T was a member
of tho fim of Bright, Chapman & Meri-
wether, at Madison, Ind. Kissanc, Chapin,
Rodgers, Holland, and possibly obhers, pro-
tended to Joad the steamer Martha Washing-
ton, which they owned, with goods, A por-
tion of thern being merchandise from Gin-
cinnati. Rodgers, I think, was captain.
The bost purported to be loaded with dry
foods, bools and shoes and leather, hut was
I reality laden with boxes of rubbish of
varfous kinds. A large amount of insurance
was obtained from Cincinnati offices and
agencies, and from the Madison Insurance |
Company and the Firemen’s and Mechamios’
Insurance Company, both of Madison, Ind.
The Martha Washington was burned just
above Helena, on tho Mississippi river, and
landed against the Arkansas shore. After
o Loat was burned the inswrance was do-
manded of them, and & man by tho name of
Barl held the policy against the Madison

surancs Company, and brought suit in the
United States Gircais Gours af Indianapolis
for tho nmownt of policy. e were emn-
ployed to dofend. Tho scvaral inswance
companios selacted My. Tappan, of New
Vork, who was President of the Gnder wr:
ors’ Associarion, to take charge of their in-
tevests, and no was given almost
RT CHARCGE OF TH CASE.

o isop insurance companies and the
Cincinnati agencies employed atiorneys, and
o man named Burton In some way became
comngoted With tho case o5 n detective. I
have seen ib stated thab ho volunteered his
services, bub this wase mistako. i
a5 Obio City, near Cloveland, Burton seemed
confidant thas & crime hal been committed.
Tho Hrst tangible clow which was obinined
by bim was through a young man yamed
Tilley, who hiad beeu u boolkeoper for Chapin
in Cincinmafl, He was taken Sick afterward
and died. Burton always suspectod that
Tilley wag poisoned on_accotnt of the con-
fdential kiowledyo which ho posscssed of
the affair, Iilley’s porents lived in Bos-
. I nm ot cerfain_whether he went
back to Boston or remained in Chaciunati.
Afb all ovents ho made a dying statement. 16
wasupon bis siatemont thab the parties bo
tho crime were arrested. Thers was o tr
&b Columbus, Ohio. _hly recollection now is
that they were atrested on a requisition from
the Governor of Arkausas and a writ of
Dabeas corpus was_taken out before Judge
BeClean, Of the United States Supreme
Court. Bub, anyway, thoy were discharged.
b s co-defendnnts had beon in-
dicted in Arkansas for murder on_accownt of
8o persons being burucd on tho Martha |
Lolland escaped to Rio *
Jandiro, Brazil, Kissano was arrested for |
somo offense in New York and was convicted |
and sentenced o the penitentiary. Burton
and mysell had been senb to Albany, N. Y.,
and, with 3. Sappan, sa Gov. Click,
A PROPOSAT, HAD DEEX MADE i
Dy Kissano's friends that he would detailmll |
aumstances Jf lio could bo pardoned.
ot vy gortaln that he was pardoned, |
by redollection’ i fhat Gov.  Clark
d to purdon him, and thab he was pur-
Puring e "rinl. ab_Columbos I
ol tho sarae roow with Barton at tie -
and 6wo mornings_a cocktail was sent
o hié room, sud cach {ime_ ko feared poison.
and threw 36 in the five. Burton old mo
that he always suspected that Rilley was |
poisoned, On tho trial of tho suits ab In-
dienapalis ugainst tho Madison Insurance |
Company tlic deposition of Holland ‘was
rdercd taken ab Rio Janeiro, Brazi), mnd T
went there for that purpose. Tn this deposi |
tion Molland confessed the whole plot, but
the deposition never reached Iudianupolis. |
It was lost in tvansit, whether purposely |
or mot was never known. 1 had a copy
of tho deposliion, buf, of course, thab
could not be used, notwithstanding it was a
certified copy, Tbis fuilure of course ncces- ;
sitaled o continuance of the caso, and wo
asmroed co pay 10 per cont, and the’ sulh wns |
dimissod, on tho payment, which was sufli- |
cienti to_dofray fhoir costs and attorneys’ |
I

g

fees, Whiiney, tho Secretary of the Andi-
on Insurance Compuny, went to_Cineinnati
to attend o mesting of tho parties interessed
1m the poltcies for tho purposs of makin
sectloment, and among. them all they nearly
beat him o death, The persons who
saulied him wero supposed to Dbe counected |
yeitlh tho erimo, Ha eamo back wyithout be-
ing able to accomplish anything. Thers wers
connccted with the bwming of the boub
cither
TWOQ BROTIERS NAMED KISS.
or two brothers named Chapin, I d
member which, Ay best recolléetion Is that
34 was bwo Cliaping, and a. man by the name
of Henningson, Another by the namo of
Cole was very active jv the matter, Ibis
such o Jong e bliab T can not recolleet the
chvistian ies of any of the parties con-
corncil in the crimo,
“Tufon ded ab Ohio City, 0., and I was
ont for: to take bis dopositiou’; w sort of a dy-
ing declaration to perpetunte’ bis testimony,
i T gob thore ho was ab bho polut of
Qedith, and he was just able to recoghize me.
He pult oub his hmid and said ‘poisoved,’ or
+ ¥ um poisgied.’  Burfon always felt thabhis
§ lifo was in danger on nccount Of his connec-
tion wiklh tho Caso, and- on oue oceasion he
Tiad to draw his pistol while getting out of an
omnibus i1 Cincinnati, he being assaulted by
tho parties. He was dngaged on the case ds
adetwetive for 6Wo or thires years.

*'Did you ever see Rissane?)!

*Ves, I suw Kissane, Chapin, Barl, Cole,
Rodgers and Holiand. * The one which seem- /
ed £0-be the sharpest svas a small red-headed
man withont whiskers at that Uimo finr]
wag o retber lu'ge wan with brown whitters
and brown hair.” Rodgers was a heavyy
with-brown- linir, apd Holland was a riftZor
goqd physique and black nair. Tam notcel
tain whither the man 1" deseribed a
Kigane :or Chapin. Jilley fu his dying
doctaration told how the bopt was loaded.
Home Loxes of boots wers hauled to the boab_
At then taken Lack to,thesiore agnin; Thcse

Dparties kept at one time'h very Jarge leather

store in Cincinnati.’?
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