


To the Honorable Woodrow Wilson,
Presldent of the United States,
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I have reed with much interest and s greet deal of satisfzction

those portions of your speeches in which you have referred to the future |
relations of the United States with Latin American Countries. I par-
ticularly have in mind your speech made &t Mobile lest Qctober snd your
recent address delivered at Philadelphia on July 4th.

4 Your assurances to the effect thet the future policy of the Unite?
States towsrds Letin America will be gulided by a spirit of justice &nd of
mutual interest is extremely gratifying and if carried into effect, as it
no douft will be, it should remove the fear and distrust which unfortu-
nately has existed in the past - perheps erroneously - towards the poli-
cieg of the United States, end conquer in its stesd the friendship and
trust of all Letin Americs.

It msy be due to a misunderstending, tut nevertheless it is a
fact, thet in meny of the actions of the United States in their relations I
with these countries, we have felt that only the interests of the former
have been consulted, and even the Monroe Doctrine, which no doubt has
been & great protection to the wesker countries of this Hemisphere; has
been looked upon &8 concelved sq?ely for the protection of the United
States, :

Your desire for a better understanding, whiech will meke it pos-
sible for your policy of consulting mutual interests to be a practicel
one, has prompted me to address this personal letter to you, for it seems
to me that it would be of great assistance in bdbringing about that friend-
1y understanding mentioned in your speeches and so greatly desired by us,
to communicate by mesns of informal personel letters the impressions
Which the xExtmmx asctsof one country maske upon the people of the other.

These lmpressions of the people are after all a great factor in preserving
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or cementing the friendship between two countries, or csusing an sstrange:
ment or distrust, end not infreguently tge manner of executing & perfect-
ly fximmit proper end friendly sct, which ae important as the act itself,
igs done in such & menner that it destroys all the beneficial/%! : |
expected of it.

The Weltzel-Chemorro Treaty, for example, which is now pending
before the Senste of the United States, is the cause of much speculation
in Centrel America and ie looked upon with misunderstanding eand no good
will. In the United States, I understand, the public oplinlon con=-
glders this eactlon of the Government &s almoet philsntroplc, as coming
to the rescue of & country in troubtle end that in order to glve lNicara-
gua financiel aeslistence, the United Stetes iz willing to pay for a
canal zone and & naval bese that 1t does not conslder iteelf very much
in need of, =2rnd is willing besides to assume the responelblility of a
Protectorate over Niceraguas for the benefit amd peebeedben of that coun-
try, and no doubt it eppears to you thet tLe people of Nlicasragua, through
their Government, are requesting thie sid of the United Ststes. From
your point of view thie action of the American Government must eppear &s
most liberel, snd that it will make & favoreble impression in Centrel
Americe end strengthen further the tles of friendship which exist between
‘ thlﬂpsmail countries end the great North American Republic. In Centrel
Americe however, thie most importent matter 1 looked upon from en eatire-
ly different point of view. The public opinion here is undoubtedly
guite in disaccord with that in your country end it is not belleved that
the United States s guided in thle matter by e deslre to ald Uicarague,
but thet an attemrt ie being made to scquire the censl conceeelon from
Niceregus by mesns similar to those used st Pensms, sund knowlng how you

heve disevowed that sction of the Americen Government with the Republie
of Colombia, we cannot 1-7y feeling convinced that you have not looked
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at this matter from our point of view, and for this reeson I tske the
liberty of calling it to your ettention. In Central America it is
feared that the Protectorate over Nicersgua is a step tmxxmix towsards a
Predetermined plan to acquire control of all the Centrel Amerlcsn Repu-
blice.

Sometime ago it wes rumored here theat you intended to send & per-
sonal representative of very high stending on & vislt to the five Central
Americen Republlice to study conditions more closely than hae been done in
the past and create & stronger friendship and better understending between
these countries and the United States. Thie project was well received in
Coentral Americe &e showing & desire on your part to obtain the true facts
end rellable informetion es to the conditions here, to serve as a gulde
for the future dealinge of the United Statee with these Republics. With 5
peet sdministrations we have too often felt that concluslons were arrived i
et in Waeshington, affecting our countries, without the United States |
Government having shown much desire to obtain re*llable knowledge of con-
ditione.

e If you should now carry out your ldea of sendling a personal reprt-.
sentative to investigate thoroughly all the phases of the Nicaregua el-
tuation before further action ie teken by the Senate of the United Sates

on the Nicarsgua Treaty, it will have the happlest result in eetabliching
confidence in the sincerity of purpose of the Covernment of the United }
Sxtwx States.

As 8 result of hie miselon, your representative ghould te able to
present this ilmportant matter in & new sané dalfferent form which would
secure for the United States sll the essentiel benefits of the Treaty and
remove all the fesr end distrust, which ite present form seeme to have

created. ’

With essurences of my diletinguished considerastion, I have the



L e R e . o e -

=

L WY
TN

~ Yours very sincerely, s TR
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Hon. Woodrow Wilson,
Mwmwmm».w Ld Y 7y -
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u'iur ¥r. President:-

v, Sy TR G groat iRterest and appreciation that,
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I have r:o.d thou portlona of your epeeches ge_fo_rgg_}o the

| ¥ 0 %
ﬁm:rohum- of the Untw Bﬁhn with Latin-America. In

p:rt:i:ulor your speech at Yobile in October last .‘w pecent
.

atidress in Philédelphis on July Peurth:
grimgn ¥ urde: i‘ have been accustomed, in mmﬁ.‘r"ha

dealing with a nited States whose policy towards our gountries

w;?g'h;w beer: based almost exolusively upom ite own

Interests. Even the Vorroe Doctrine, which has been of srest
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protection to the wesker Republics on this centinent, having

“boon oomeeived sntirely for the protection of the Usited States.
o may ochelder tién,How weleome to us are these. expressions |
" for the United ‘States the friendshiy and trust of sll Latin-

- "ﬁ:ﬂ. et nos ekt st siEpLeton; Tear avd dislike. |
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% P It fe dn the intérest of ‘a ‘Tuller and more
friendly understanding, which shall aid in the making effective

| ﬂ.vm policy, that I am writing you this persdnal letter.
M information as to the sentiwent and desires of our countiles \
_-Mdr by dimplomatic ueage from coming béfore you through
ﬂt—tinl charmels. This 13&21311;? true as to the effect

| on public opinion of various acts of the United m s 1%
would seem to be of great assistance in brm‘!.ng about that

friendly understanding that you ‘duiro) to commnicate by means

of informal peresonal letters the impressions that the actions

. ©of one country dre making upén the people of anothes. It ie,
! 3
after ‘all, the impfessions 4hdt are obtuined by the public
I

.’

that finally determine the question of friendeship or dislike

~ botween alien peoples. The method by which a perfectly proper
N | | :
*_;h.l may be carried out may be as important as the sct itself,

Brid SRkl 1t Shedw RIheWion Jedathi whr on ik part of the
"‘w States that ie productive of mmch misunderstanding and
-

mm in Central America. This 1is in connsction with
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' « In the United States T understand the matter 1;’
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looked upon in the light of coming to the rescue of a country
that is in trouble and that in order to give Nicaragua finan-
cial assistance you ére'willing to pay for a canal zone and
naval bases that you do not consgder yourselves:very.muoh in
need of. Also that you are williyg to assume the responsibility
of a protectorate for the benefiﬁ‘of Nicaragua. And it appears
to.you that the people of Nicaragua are re@uesting this aid

of you through their government. From'your viewpoint this must
appear as a.disinterested action calculated to win the friend-
ship.pf Central America.

‘In Central Americe the public has quite a dif=-
ferent viewpoint of the mattér. No credeﬁoe\is popularly given
to any idesa ihat the United States 1s actuated by a desire to
aid Nicaragua..The popular impression is that an atﬁem?t is
being made to aéﬁuire the Nicaragua Canal by means similar tol
those that it is charged were used to acquire Panama,, oniy the
details of the Nicaragua matter are held to be considerably
the worse of the two. The public fear thdt the prbtectorato

is only one step in a plan to acquire control of all Central
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+ &b 1s because I am poaitive that it has never
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Qa that I call it to your atteation, "

Towards the end of Pebruary it was rusored that
intended to send & porsonal representative, of very high

g, %o vislt all Central America to study conditions and

~ preats s more frisndly understanding with the United States.

b

Thie {den was welocomed in Central America as showin: a desipe

on your part to secure first hand kmowledge of our countries

A NXXNE basis for future relatlions. In past administrations
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of our conditioms, |
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o you that it was possidls to view the Nicaragus matper
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present to you a program that would secure to the United

States all the essential benefits in the ‘purposed Nicaragua

~

" ITreaty, but secure them with the goodwill and confidence of
Gemtral America in place of its distruet and dislike. ¥
I have the honor of subseribing myself,

Sincerely yours;

President of Costa Rica, C.A.

L]
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Sen Jood, Costa Rioca,
Ootober 5let., 1914,
To the Tonorehle Togdrow Wilson, .
' President of the United States,
White House.

Iﬂq ln.r . Prui.mta

i mm roed with moh interest and o ma.‘t
deal of satisfaction those porfiou of your lpouhu in which m
have referred to the future velations of the Tnited States with
' Tatin Amr!.om cmtrin. | I pminhﬂ.y have in mind your mnh :
'\ nah at Mobile :I.ant Oo‘bobor a.na your rooont eddreas nounm ﬁ |

Philodelphia on July 4th.
| Your assurances to tho offect thet the Puture po!l.hr of the
_m&.d §tetes towards Letin imerice will be gmided by & nlﬂi o!
' mtzu end of mutual utorut is extremely gpratifying snd if
aarﬂol into effect, as 1t ao doubt will bo. 1t should remove tlu
Pear aml ustmt -h.tohmtortmioum ch um,m-
| m. omuly - tomerds the policies or the Mtu ﬂm-,
"'ummrmu-mmtnonmupmm.rMutm :
| Amorice. | 4
It may lu ho to e mmacrﬂmun. bt mwrm:lcu 1t is |
?M that :l.nm.fth sctions ormmm Iiam !.nmir




Falations vith these somtries, we have folt That enly the Laterests
of ¥he former have Nean sonsulted, snd sven ¥he Menree Dectrine, vhieh
Bo dowdt has Deen & grest profection %o the weaker sgurtries of this
Hendsphere, has Been looked wpon a8 eenceived solely for the protestion
of the Taited Dhates,
Tour desire for s Setter mnddrstending, whieh will make 1t pos-
© #iNle for yeuwr poliey of sengulfing mutual faterests %o b & prastienl
e, has prompted me fo address This persencl letter fo yeu, for 14
Seens te me that 1% would Be of greet sswistense in Vringing sbout that
frieaily wderstanding nentioned 1n your spesehes and se greatly ls.
sirel W7 ws, %0 commmicate ¥y means of informal personal letters the
-—-—-mumcfum-ﬁ.—hmnu’.;
other. These Lmpressions of the peeple are after all & great faster
in preservisg or eementing the friendshiy betews: 'w cowtries, or
esusing & evftrangement or dfstrast, sad st lafrequentl; the nanner
of emeuting s perfeetly proper ssd frienily sof, vhieh 15 a8 faportect
a8 the set 1teelf, 1s dome 15 weeh & sesmer thet 1% Lestroye =il the
Bemafietsl results expectel of 1, " |
| The Veftsel-Thamerre Tresty, for emmmple, vhieh {s mev pemdisg
Tefore the Semste of the Muitel Jtetes, v The semse of wash speec-
Tetien In Centrel Merfes wel iv leeknd wpon vith mimmdervtending
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and 9o good will, In the United Jtates, I wnderstend, the publiec
opinion eonsiders this sotion of the Government ss almest philantyepis,
88 ooming to the resous of a comntry in trouble sad that in order %o
give Nicarsgua finenolsl sssistence, the United States is willing %o
pay for s canel some snd o navel base that 1t does not consider itwels
very mush in need of, nd 48 willing besides o assume the mesponel-
b41ity of a Protectorste over Jicaragna for the bemefit of that coustiy,
and mo doudt 4t appears to you that the people of Niocaregus, through
their Govermment, are requesting this aid of the United dtatess Prom
your podnt of view this setion of the ‘merican Government must eppesr
a8 nost 1iberal, sad that 1t will make & faverable ispreseion in Cen-
tral imerics snd stremgthen further the $iee of friendship whieh exist
detween these smell countries sad the great North American Republie.
In Central :merics hewsver, this most izportant metter is lesked wpon
. from s emtirely different point of view. The publie opinion heze is

wioudtedly quite in dissceord with that 4n your eountzy sad 1% is et

" believed that the Uaited States s guided in this matter by & desize

%0 242 Flearagus, but thet su sttempt is being mede %o soguire the on-
nal congessien frem Nicaregus Dy mesns sinilar te those used ot Fansan,
wnd knowing dew ryou have disaveved that sctiom of the imerican Govern-
nent with the Zepublic of Coelemdis, we ceamnet 2ely foeling comvisced
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that you have not looked at this metter frem eur point of yiew, sad
for this resson I take the 1iderty of calling it %o your attention,
In Oentral /merios 1t is feared that the Protectorste over Niceragus
19 & step towards o predeternined plan to soquire eontrol of all the
Soneting age it was rumored here that you intended e send &
personsl representetive of very high standing on & visit %o the five
Centrel imericsn Republics $o study eonditions more closely than has
besn done in the past and oreate a stronger frisndshipy snd detter
wderstanding detween these couniries sad the Mnited Itates. This
project was well received in Oentral imerics s showing & desire on
your part to obtain the trus faots snd relisble infomation as %o
the conditions here, %o serve ss & guile for the future dsalings of
the United States with these Repudlies, Vith past sdninistrations
we have $oo often felt that comelusions were srrived st ia Weshinghen,
affooting ouwr comatries, without the Unitel Jtates Sovernment having

Tepresentative to investigete thoroughly all the phases of the Nies-
mumm-wmumwﬁmnm
Taited States on the Ficarsgus Treaty, 1t will have the happlest

SR s



umt 1A eatablishing confidence in the sincerity of purpese of the

 Government of the United States.

As 2 result of hia nurs!.on. your represemtative should be sdle
to present this important metter in o new and different form whieh
would seoure for the United states all the essential benefits of the
Treaty and remove 21l the fear and distrust, whieh 1%s present form
geeme to have cresbed.

With sssurences of my distinguished eonsiderstion, I have the
nonor %o be :
| Yours very sincerely,



